Table 3. Estimated Direct Cost of Breast Milk Substitutes in Urban and Rural Areas—PROFILES Bangladesh Application

Scenario Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
Urban population as % of total 18.3 18.9 19.5 20.2 20.9 215 22.2 229
A. Current Trends National production (million liters) 1,290 1,270 1,257 1,259 1,283 1,310 1,352 1,376
Continue
Value of national production
(million $) 431 426 424 427 437 451 466 476
B. Improved National production (million fiters) 1,290 1,277 1,272 1,281 1,315 1,359 1,406 1,443
Nutrition
Value of national production
{million $) - 431 431 435 443 461 483 506 526
e : 4
Improved‘Nutrition minus One-year difference in value
Current Trends Continue (million $) NA 5 11 16 24 32 40 50
Cumulative difference (million $) NA 5 16 32 56 88 128 178

Note: The calculation in this table attempts to answer the question: What would it be worth, in terms of the market value of breast milk, if urban mothers in Bangladesh had the same breastfeeding
practices as rural mothers? To answer the question, two different scenarios are explored: in “Current Trends Continue,” the volume of breast milk produced by the average urban mother is assumed
to deteriorate linearly from 90% of the volume produced by the average rural mother in 1993 to 80% in the year 2000, whereas in “Improved Nutrition” the volume produced by the average urban mother
is assumed to increase linearly from 90% of the volume produced by the average rurai mother in 1993, when a hypothesized nutrition improvement program is assumed to start, to 100% in 2000. The
comparison of urban and rural mothers assumes a similar age distribution of children. Each year the volume of breast milk produced in rural and in urban areas is estimated by using the procedure in
Table 2. Breast milk is valued at the 1993 market price of its most frequent substitute, assumed to be cow’s milk in rural areas (valued at $0.25 per liter) and powdered formula in urban areas (valued
at $0.75 per liter). Under “Current Trends Continue,” urban mothers account for 19% of the volume and 42% of the value of all breast milk produced nationally in 2000, while under “Improved Nutrition”
urban mothers account for 23% of the volume and 47% of the value of all breast milk produced in 2000.



