
Chapter 1
I ntrod uction

Background
The Basic Support for Institutionalizing Child Survival (BASICS) Project is a multidisciplinary five-year
international public health project funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). It
provides technical assistance and support worldwide for reducing infant and child morbidity and
mortality. In collaboration with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and USAID,
BASICS has developed a conceptual framework, called the Pathway to Survival, to assist with the
development and monitoring of integrated child health programs. This framework (Figure I) outlines the
key steps by which a child starts out well, develops an illness, and then survives the illness. A substantial
component of the Pathway takes place at the level of the home and the community.

Figure 1.
The Pathway to Survival
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Over the past two years, BASICS has sharpened its focus on promoting community-level programs to
achieve maximum impact on the health of children. The objectives vis-a.-vis community-based programs
are as follows:

. Achieve greater child health impact at the household and community levels.

. Promote BASICS package of emphasis behaviors.

. Work more effectively with communities on child health issues.
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